
AFF Innovations: 
Engage More Landowners,

Support Good Forest Management,
Drive Certification Growth,

Provide Assurance



Family forest owners: strength in numbers

• 10 million+ independent and family forest owners of more than 290 
million acres

• Independent and family forest owners own 36% of all US forests

• Family forest owners own 67% of private US forests

• Most family forest holdings less than 100 acres (vast majority are <10 
acres)

Source: USDA US Forest Service



ATFS: program of choice
for family forest owners

• 19 million acres certified to ATFS

• 71,000 Tree Farmers

• Diverse community with passion 
for forests



Barriers to Increasing Sustainable 
Management & Small Lands Certification
• Reaching landowners

• Lack of landowner awareness

• Lack of value for landowners

• Connecting with professionals

• Creating individual management 
plan

• Cumbersome certification 
process

• Limited local partner capacity



AFF is investing in ATFS to grow, strengthen, 
increase impact

• Tools reduce or eliminate time and costs

• Technology streamlines processes

• Process changes allow State Committees and Foresters to 
engage more landowners



New Tools for…

• Forest Product Companies: 
• Forest in Focus: Understand, Identify and Manage Risk

• Landowners and Foresters:
• Landscape Management Plan (LMP): Serves the needs of 

individual landowners; Addresses issues at a regional level

• Landowners, Foresters, and Conservation Orgs:
• WoodsCamp: Interactive tool for landowners; Customer 

Relationship Management tool for foresters and partners



Forest in Focus: Innovation in

Sustainability Assessment



Forest in Focus: A Collaborative Effort



Forest in Focus:

• Understand, Identify 
and Manage Risk in 
Sourcing Area

• Increase Confidence in 
Sourcing

• Discover & Seize 
Opportunities

• Drive Sustainability 
Impact



Forest in Focus: How It Works















Forest in Focus: Current and Future Criteria

Current

• Deforestation

• Forest Carbon/Growth & Drain

• Forests & Certification

• Illegal Harvesting

• GMO Trees

• Sustainability on the Ground

Future

• Biodiversity

• Economic

• High Conservation Value Forests

• Social

• Water Quality



LMP: Serves the needs of individual 
landowners; Addresses issues at a regional level



WoodsCamp: Interactive tool and guidance for 
landowners; Customer Relationship 

Management tool for foresters and partners


