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Responses to 

Interactive Poster: 

Perceived Risks of Wood Pellet 

Production in the Southeastern US
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Number of responses
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Factors other than bioenergy that 
influence forest risks

• Increase in GHG emissions

• Time

• Loss of biodiversity 

• Conservation easements & 

protected areas

• Changing ownership

• Fire

• Invasive spp and pests

• Climate change induced changes

• Forest harvesting

• Loss of hardwood & mixed forests

• Conservation easements & 

protected areas

• Changing ownership

• Natural resource management

• Climate change induced changes

• Forest harvesting

• Loss of long-term forest productivity

• Invasive species & pests

• Loss of total forest area

• Changing ownership

• Climate change induced changes

• Fire

• Land use change

• Recreation & scenic value decline

• Conservation easements & 

protected areas

• Forest harvesting

• Water quality degradation

• Climate change induced changes

• Changing ownership

• Conservation easements and 

protected areas

• Forest harvesting

• Harvest exceeds growth

• Fire

[Key: positive, neutral, negative effect]
Risks
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Evidence for influences on forest risks 

• NatureServe

• All of the information in Amy’s slides

• FIA data and analysis

• OTHER!!
FIA demonstration plot at UT Arboretum
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Questions remaining
• How does bioenergy production affect risks to forest 

systems in SE US?

– Is the influence of bioenergy positive, neutral, or negative?

– What are other influences on the risk?

– What evidence can be used to assess these risks?

• How can risks (and absence of risks) be effectively 
communicated to diverse stakeholders?

• How can stakeholders be engaged in assessing risks? 
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A poem that summarizes the 
challenges in these difficult times –
a (slightly modified) haiku 
by John Cooper Clark 

*

“To convey one’s mood
in seventeen syllables
is very diffic”

the risks
__________________


